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ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
University of Iowa  Iowa City, IA 
Assistant Professor, Fall 2023 - Present 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, 2022-23 
 

 
EDUCATION 
University of Wisconsin-Madison   Madison, WI 
Ph.D. in Political Science, 2022 

• Dissertation: “Biodiversity and Global Agricultural Markets: A Comparative Analysis of GMO 
Regulation in Mexico and Peru” 

• Committee: Yoshiko Herrera, Erica Simmons, Kathy Cramer, Lisa Martin, and Bradford Barham 
 
University of Minnesota, Hubert H. Humphrey School of Public Affairs  Minneapolis, MN 
M.P.P. Public Policy, Human Rights Minor, 2011 
 
Whitman College  Walla Walla, WA
B.A. Economics, cum laude (with Distinction in Economics), 2008 
University of Otago, Study Abroad Program, Dunedin, New Zealand, Spring 2007 
 
 
RESEARCH AREAS 
Research Interests: Environmental politics, trade and agriculture, indigenous politics, Latin American 
politics, survey research, and qualitative research. 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 

• GM Crops in Mexico and Kenya (Book chapters). Examining Internet and Technology Around the 
World. Editor, Laura Steckman. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO. December 2020. 

• “Seeds of Hope in Uncertain Times” (with Valeria García López). North American Congress on Latin 
America (NACLA). Published online, October 9, 2020. 

• “Los Transgénicos en México: 20 Años de Resistencia y Lucha” (with Maria Colín). Greenpeace 
Mexico. Mexico City, Mexico. November 2019 

 
 
IN PROGRESS 

• “The Kyrgyz Potato Economy: A Model for Food Security, Rural Household Incomes, and Resilience” 
with Susanne Wengle and Saadat Musabaeva (Under Review). 

• “Gender, Indigeneity, and Attitudes Toward GM Foods: Results from a Nationally-Representative 
Survey in Mexico”  

 
 



 
TEACHING 
Instructor, University of Iowa 

• Environmental Politics and Indigeneity, Fall 2022, Fall 2023 
• Latin American Politics, Spring 2023, Fall 2023 
• Agricultural Politics, Spring 2023 

 
Instructor, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

• Environmental Politics and Indigeneity, Spring 2022 
 
Teaching Assistant, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

• International Relations (Jon Pevehouse), Spring 2021 
• International Studies (Erica Simmons), Fall 2020 
• International Law (Helen Kinsella), Spring 2017 

 
Graduate Teaching Assistant, University of Minnesota - Humphrey School of Public Affairs 

• Global Public Policy (Dara Cohen), Spring 2010 
• Macroeconomics (Joe Ritter), Fall 2010 

 
 
AWARDS AND HONORS 
Research Group Funding Award (Survey of attitudes toward GMOs in Mexico), UW-Madison, 2021 
Holtz Center Travel Award, UW-Madison, 2020 
Fulbright-Hays DDRA Fellowship (Mexico and Peru), 2018-19 
Graduate Student Research Travel Grant (Kenya), UW-Madison, 2018 
University Fellowship, UW-Madison, 2015-16 and 2017-18 
Advanced Opportunity Fellowship, UW-Madison, 2014-15 and 2018-19 
Scott Kloeck-Jenson Pre-Dissertation Fellowship, UW-Madison, 2017 
Political Science Summer Initiative Grant, UW-Madison, 2015-21 
Nave Summer Field Research Grant, 2015 and 2020 
Foreign Language Area Study Award (Quechua), Cusco, Peru, Summer 2015 
Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship, Humphrey H. Humphrey School of Public Affairs, 2009-11 
Upper Midwest Human Rights Fellowship, University of Minnesota Human Rights Center, Summer 2010 
Summer Fellowship at the American Institute for Economic Research, 2008 
Whitman College Distinction in Economics Award, 2008 
Wall Street Journal Student Achievement Award, 2008 
Eagle Scout 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS 

• “The Kyrgyz Potato Model: Food Security, Household Incomes, and Resilience.” Association for the 
Study of Food and Society (ASFS) and the Agriculture, Food, and Human Values Society (AFHVS), 
Boston University, June 2023. 

• “Biodiversity, Identity, and Global Agricultural Markets: An Analysis of GMO Regulation in Mexico 
and Peru,” University of Iowa, December 2022. 

• “What Shapes Public Attitudes Toward GMOs in Mexico?: Results From an Original Survey” UW-
Madison Center for Culture, History, and Environment. Invited speaker (virtual), November 2021. 

• “GM Crops, Markets, and Identity in Mexico and Peru,” Midwest Political Science Association 
(MPSA) Conference, April 2021.  



• “Genetically Modified Crops, Markets, and National Identity in Mexico and Peru,” UW-Madison 
Center for Culture, History, and Environment. Invited speaker (virtual), Nov 2020. 

• “The Politics of GM crops in Mexico and Peru” Guest Lecture, University of Oregon, Global 
Environment Class (virtual), October 2020. 

• “Cooperative Strategies and Challenges for Local Seed Systems” Regeneración Internacional. Invited 
speaker (virtual), August 2020.  

• “GMOs and Public Policy: the Cases of Peru and Mexico” Universidad Nacional Federico Villarreal. 
Invited speaker (virtual), August 2020. 

• “The GM Potato Push in East Africa” African Centre for Biodiversity. Invited speaker (virtual), June 
2020. 

• “Resilience and Adaptation in the Mexican Countryside, 1990-2017” presented at the Latin 
American Studies Association (LASA) Conference. Barcelona, Spain. May 2018 

• “Peru’s Potato Park: An Overview” Invited Speaker, Edgewood College Graduate Sustainability 
Class. Madison, Wisconsin. March 2017 

 
 
MEDIA APPEARANCES 
TV Sur Perú, TV interview (virtual). Cusco, Peru. Oct 19, 2020. 
TeveSur Cusco ,TV interview (virtual). Cusco, Peru, Oct 8, 2020. 
TeveSur Cusco, TV interview (virtual). Cusco, Peru, Oct. 2, 2020. 
El Heraldo de Mexico, Studio Interview. Mexico City, Mexico, Nov 6, 2019. 
 
 
EXPERIENCE 
Graduate Research Assistant, NORC at the University of Chicago, 2015 – 2018 

• Developed survey questionnaires, analyzed data, and prepared reports for a USAID-Peru impact 
evaluation of an anti-corruption messaging intervention in the Amazon region of Peru. 

 
Program Evaluator, Minnesota Office of the Legislative Auditor - Program Evaluation, St. Paul, MN, 2013-14 

• Researched key government programs at the request of the Minnesota State Legislature to provide 
an independent, non-partisan evaluation of policy and program effectiveness. 

 
Research Analyst, Poverty Action Lab Latin America & Caribbean (J-PAL LAC), Santiago, Chile, 2011-12 

• Managed the research component of three large-scale randomized evaluations in Chile: (1) a pre-
university preparation program for low-income high school students, (2) a dental treatment 
program for Chileans unable to afford dental care, and (3) a women’s business training program 
designed to better incorporate women into the workforce. 

 
Research Intern, Asociación ANDES, Cusco, Peru, Summer 2010 

• Evaluated the impacts of a potato repatriation project between the International Potato Center 
(Lima, Peru) and six indigenous communities of the Potato Park (El Parque de la Papa, Pisac, Peru). 

 
 
SKILLS 
Languages 

• Spanish (fluent), Quechua (beginner) 
Fieldwork abroad 

• Peru, Mexico, Guatemala, and Kenya 
Statistical Analysis and Programming 



• Stata, R, SAS 
Human Rights training 

• University of Essex Human Rights Summer School, 2016 
• University of Minnesota Graduate Minor in Human Rights, 2011 

 
 
OTHER ACTIVITES 
Classical Violin, 25+ years 
Violin Instructor, Orquesta de Cuerdas de San Agustín (OCSA), Oaxaca, Mexico, 2021 
Board Member, St. Paul Central High School Foundation, 2020 - present 
Co-founder, Twin Cities Front Yard Organic Gardeners Club, 2020 - present 
Steering Committee Member, Saint Paul Strong, 2020-22 
Social Media Coordinator, Open Source Seed Initiative (OSSI), 2016-18 
Experimental Politics Workshop Coordinator, UW-Madison, 2015-16 
Latin American Colloquium Coordinator, UW-Madison, 2015-16 
Tour Guide, Museum of Memory and Human Rights, Santiago, Chile, 2012 
Style Editor, Reconsidering Development, 2010-12 
International Program Facilitator, Soliya, 2010 
Americorps Volunteer, Nevada Conservation Corps, Summer 2009 
 
 
REFERENCES 
Yoshiko Herrera 
Professor of Political Science 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
yherrera@wisc.edu 
(608) 263-2241 
 
Erica Simmons 
Associate Professor of Political Science 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
essimmons@wisc.edu 
 
Lisa Martin 
Professor of Political Science 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Llmartin3@wisc.edu 
(608) 263-2035 
 
Bradford Barham 
(Emeritus) Professor of Applied Economics 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Bradford.barham@wisc.edu 
(608) 265-3090 


